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EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. Systematic Theology, University of Notre Dame, 2002 
M.A. Systematic Theology, University of Notre Dame (summa cum laude), 1997 
B.A. Theology/Philosophy, University of Notre Dame (summa cum laude), 1995 
 Ecumenical Institute for Theological Study, Jerusalem, Israel, 1993 
 
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 
Department Chair, Theology & Religious Studies, John Carroll University, 2019–present 
Jack and Mary Jane Breen Chair in Catholic Systematic Theology, 2011–present 
Professor, John Carroll University, 2011–present 
Associate Professor of Theology, Xavier University, 2008–2011 
Assistant Professor of Theology, Xavier University, 2003–2008 
Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Notre Dame, 2002–03 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books: 
 
Transforming Ministry Formation, co-edited with Marti R. Jewell and Theodore James 

Whapham. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2021. 
Theodore Hesburgh: Bridge Builder. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2020. 
A Church with Open Doors: Catholic Ecclesiology for the Third Millennium, co-edited with 

Richard R. Gaillardetz. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press (Michael Glazier), 2015. 
Theology for Ministry: An Introduction for Lay Ministers. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 

2014. 
Awakening Vocation: A Theology of Christian Call. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press (Michael 

Glazier), 2010.  
A Concise Guide to the Documents of Vatican II. Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 

2007. 
Ministries: A Relational Approach. New York: Crossroad Publishing (Herder), 2003. 
 
Peer-Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters: 
 
“The Church: Where Laity Lead—Hesburgh’s Vision of the University and the Church,” in 

Hesburgh of Notre Dame: Assessments of a Legacy, edited by Todd C. Ream and 
Michael J. James, 11-40. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave MacMillan, 2023. 

“Introduction,” with Theodore James Whapham, in Transforming Ministry Formation. Mahwah, 
NJ: Paulist Press, 2021. 
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“Think Globally, Act Locally: Responding to Lay Ecclesial Ministry.” New Theology Review 17 
(2004): 52-65. 

“Arcavatara: Srivaisnava Image-Descent and Roman Catholic Eucharist.” Journal of Ecumenical 
Studies 37 (2000): 187-201. 

“Who Is at Work?: Ecclesiology and Domus Dei.” Worship 74 (2000): 365-70. 
 
Articles in Magazines, Newspapers, and Pastoral Publications: 
 
“Judas Included.” Give Us This Day 13.1 (January 20, 2023): 204. 
“Lost the Love.” Give Us This Day 12.11 (November 14, 2022): 152-53. 
“This Way to Jerusalem.” Give Us This Day 12.8 (August 21, 2022): 226-27. 
“A New Kind of Freedom.” Give Us This Day 12.4 (April 3, 2022): 43. 
“Remembering Donald Cozzens, The Priest who Saw the Sex Abuse Crisis Coming—And 

Worked to Change the Priesthood.” America (December 13, 2021), 
www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/12/13/donald-cozzens-hahnenberg-obituary-
242030l 

“Christ Enters Again and Again.” Give Us This Day 11.12 (December 8, 2021): 93. 
“Missionary and Mystic.” Give Us This Day 11.10 (October 18, 2021): 190. 
“The Sacred Sum of These Days.” Give Us This Day 11.4 (April 1, 2021): 18-19. 
“One Thing.” Give Us This Day 10.11 (November 4, 2020): 53-54. 
“Life Comes from Listening.” Give Us This Day 10.8 (August 1, 2020): 22-23. 
“Choosing to Trust.” Give Us This Day 10.3 (March 19, 2020): 205-6. 
“The Face of God.” Give Us This Day 10.1 (January 1, 2020): 22-23. 
“This Bedrock Belief.” Give Us This Day 9 (November 24, 2019): 256-57. 
“Stuck.” Give Us This Day 9 (August 18, 2019): 192-93. 
“How This Scene Plays Out.” Give Us This Day 9 (April 23, 2019): 332. 
“In the Middle.” Give Us This Day 9 (January 1, 2019): 
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A Council for the Global Church: Receiving Vatican II in History, by Massimo Faggioli. 
Horizons 43/2 (2016): 413-14. 

More Than Communion:
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2019 
 
“Catholicism in a Digital Age.” Adult Catholic Education Series. St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 

Independence, OH (September 2019). 
“Our Common Witness to the Gospel.” Lutheran-Catholic Covenant Celebration, Diocese of 

Youngstown, Canfield, OH (September 2019). 
“Lay Ministry: Where We’ve Been, Where We’re Going.” Jesuit School of Theology, Berkeley, 

CA (April 2019). 
“Awakening Vocation: A Retreat for Faculty and Staff.” University of Dayton, Dayton, OH 

(March 2019). 
 
2018 
 
“Career, Calling, and the Meaning of Life: Finding Your Self in Service.” St. Thomas Aquinas 

Catholic Center at Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN (November 2018). 
“Lay Ecclesial Ministry: Past, Present, Future.” Pastoral Institute, University of the Incarnate 

Word, San Antonio, TX (October 2018). 
“Theology of Management.” Toolbox for Pastoral Management, Leadership Roundtable, 

Diocese of Indianapolis, Indianapolis, IN (September 2018). 
“The Church Emerging from Vatican II.” Convocation for Priests, Diocese of San Bernardino, 

Palm Springs, CA (September 2018). 
“All Are Called.” Retreat for Lay Leaders. Our Lady of Peace, Windsor, OH (August 2018). 
“Theology of Management.” Toolbox for Pastoral Management, Leadership Roundtable, 

Diocese of Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI (August 2018). 
“Theology of Lay Leadership.” Assembly of Lay Leaders, Archdiocese of Louisville, St. 

Meinrad, IN (August 2018). 
“The Practice of Practical Theology: Ministry Formation from the Ground Up.” National 

Association for Lay Ministry Workshop for Formation Directors, Chicago, IL (June 
2018). 

“Go Out and Make a Mess! The Call to Mission” (Keynote) and “Just Do It! Developing 
Discerning Disciples” (Workshop). Catholic Campus Ministry Association, Minneapolis-
St. Paul, MN (May 2018). 

“Ministry with a Mission: The Work and Witness of Lay Ministers Today.” St. Catherine 
University, St. Paul, MN (January 2018). 
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“Priesthood in Religious Life: A Theologian’s Perspective.” Priesthood in Religious Life: 
Searching for New Ways Forward Conference Keynote. Catholic Theological Union, 
Chicago, IL (April 2017). 

“The Church as Taught and Teaching” and “Common Challenges in the Current Cultural 
Context.” U.S. Lutheran-Catholic Ecumenical Dialogue, Baltimore, MD (March 2017). 

“The Art of Being: Connecting with Students Through the Journey of Vocation.” University of 
Dayton, Dayton, OH (March 2017). 

 
2016 
 
“Leading the Way: Discerning a Call to Lay Ecclesial Ministry.” Women of the Church 

Conference, St. Meinrad School of Theology, Ferdinand, IN (October 2016). 
“Church as Taught and Teaching” and “Reception.” U.S. Lutheran-Catholic Ecumenical 

Dialogue, Washington, DC (April 2016). 
“Go Out and Make a Mess! Pope Fra
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“Graced Experience.” Blessed Sacrament Parish, Madison, WI (January 2015). 
 
2014 
 
“New Wineskins: Theology and Ministry in the Era of Pope Francis.” National Conference for 

Catholic Youth
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“Vatican II: True Compass for the New Millennium.” Saint Xavier University, Chicago, IL 
(February 2013). 

“Reading the Signs of the Times: A Catholic University in a Postmodern World.” AJCU 
President’s Conference/Winter Board Meeting, Washington, DC (February 2013). 

“Extraordinary Ministers” and “The Struggle to Serve: Ministering with Hope in Today’s 
Church.” Los Angeles Religious Education Congress, Los Angeles, CA (February 2013). 

“Vatican II: The Best of Catholicism.” St. Mary Parish, Chardon, OH (February 2013). 
“We Share the Story of God’s Love.” St. Sebastian Parish, Akron, OH (February 2013). 
“Toward a Theology of Vocation: What Catholics and Lutherans Can Learn From One Another.” 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Diocese of Cleveland, Cleveland, OH (January 
2013). 

“Receiving and Responding to Christ’s Light.” Catholic Campus Ministry Association National 
Convention, Clearwater Beach, FL (January 2013). 

 
2012  
 
“The Call to Serve.” John Carroll University Alumni All Souls Mass, Cleveland, OH (November 

2012). 
“Vatican II and the Vocation of the Catholic Scholar.” AJCU Mission and Identity Officers, 

Chicago, IL (November 2012). 
“Renewing the Vision: The Second Vatican Council: The Next 50 Years.” Catholic Information 

Center, Diocese of Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids, MI (October 2012). 
“Vatican II: Rediscovering our Past, Renewing our Future.” Several presentations as part of a 

week-long study tour sponsored by the National Association for Lay Ministry, Rome, 
Italy (October 2012). 

“The Future is Hard to See: Lay Ministry for the Next 50 Years.” A New Cloud of Witnesses: 
The Laity after 50 Years Conference, John Carroll University, University Heights, OH 
(October 2012). 

“Vatican II After Fifty Years: Where Have We Been? Where Are We Going?” First Friday Club 
of Cleveland, Cleveland, OH (September 2012). 

“Career, Calling, and the Meaning of Life.” John Carroll University Reunion Weekend, 
University Heights, OH (June 2012). 

“Lay Leadership in Sponsored Ministries.” Sisters of Charity Health System, Cleveland, OH 
(June 2012). 

“Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord.” Three-day workshop for the Diocese of Nottingham 
Clergy Conference, Nottin
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“Vatican II and the Vocation of the Laity.” Ignatian Heritage Week, John Carroll University, 
University Heights, OH (February 2012).  

 
2011  
 
“Cultivating the Reign of God for the People of God.” Institute of Pastoral Ministry, Loyola 

Un
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“The Call to Lay Ecclesial Ministry.” Saint Clare Center for Ministry Formation, Cardinal 
Stritch University, Milwaukee, WI (August 2009). 

“Flowing from the Font: Exploring the Call to Lay Ministry.” National Association for Lay 
Ministry Institute for Formation Directors, St. Paul, MN (May 2009).
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“Ministry in the Catholic Church: The State of the Questions.” Master of Divinity Program, 
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN (June 2007). 

“Don’t Sell Your Soul: Being Church in a Consumer Culture.” Keynote Address, National 
Conference for Catechetical Leadership, Columbus, OH (April 2007). 

“Consultation, Planning and the Common Good.” Keynote Address, Conference for Pastoral 
Planning and Council Development Convention, Pittsburgh, PA (April 2007). 

“Co-Workers in the Vineyard.” Ministry Convocation for the Diocese of Cleveland, Cleveland, 
OH (April 2007). 

“Co-Workers in the Vineyard: A Theology of Ministry.” University of Dallas, Dallas, TX 
(March 2007). 

“Reading Them Again For the First Time: The Documents of Vatican II Today” and “Co-
Workers in the Vineyard: Toward a Total Theology of Ministry.” Los Angeles Religious 
Education Congress, Anaheim, CA (March 2007). 

“Church in the World: Forty Years After Vatican II.” First Friday Club of Greater Akron, Akron, 
OH (February 2007). 

“Theology of Pastoral Ministry.” Professional Development Series, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 
Sydney, OH (January 2007). 

“S
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“Remember Vatican II?: The Council 40 Years Later.” St. Mary’s Parish, Adrian, MI (December 
2005). 

“Called to Visionary Leadership.” Two-day workshop for the National Association of Diocesan 
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Catholic Press Association, Honorable Mention in “History” category for A Concise Guide to the 
Documents of Vatican II. 

Catholic Press Association, Second Place Award in “Best Feature Article, General Interest. 
Newsletters” category for “Treasures of Vatican II,” Catholic Update (September 2005). 

Outstanding Graduate Instructor, University of Notre Dame, 2002. 
Graduate Student Teacher Award for Excellence in Teaching, 2002. 
B.A. Phi Beta Kappa, Cavanaugh Award in Theology, Notre Dame Scholar Award, 1995. 
 
 
GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Hesburgh Research Travel Grant, Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism, 2019. 
Grauel Fellowship, John Carroll University, 2017. 
Hesburgh Research Travel Grant, Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism, 2016. 
Summer Research Fellowship, John Carroll University, 2015. 
Catholic Studies Course Development Grant, John Carroll University, 2012, 2014. 
Faculty Development Grant, Xavier University, 2008. 
Pastoral Leadership Grant, The Louisville Institute, 2007. 
Summer Stipend Award, The Louisville Institute, 2004. 
Faculty Summer Fellowship, Xavier University, 2004. 
Lilly Faculty Fellow, Notre Dame Vocation Initiative, 2002–03. 
Duke Pastoral Leadership Project (Pulpit and Pew) Dissertation Fellowship, 2000–01. 
Kellogg Institute Seed Money Research Grant, 2001. 
Nanovic Institute for European Studies Research Grant, 2001. 
 
 
SERVICE 
 
Chair, Department of Theology and Religious Studies, John Carroll University, 2019–present. 
University Rank and Tenure Committee, John Carroll University, 2022–present. 
Coordinator, Catholic Theology and the Contemporary University Interest Group, Catholic 

Theological Society of America, 2022–24. 
Board of Directors, Catholic Theological Society of America, 2021–23. 
Distinguished Faculty Award Committee, 2019–2022. 
Presidential Search Committee, John Carroll University, 2017. 
Higher Learning Commission Task Force, John Carroll University, 2017–19. 
Catherine Mowry LaCugna Award Committee, Catholic Theological Society of America, 2017-

21. 
Chair, Theology and Religious Studies Graduate Committee, John Carroll University, 2017–19. 
Humanities Program Committee, John Carroll University, 2017–present. 
Church and Ecumenism Coordinating Committee, Catholic Theological Society of America, 

2008–10, 2016–2018. 
Honors Program Committee, John Carroll University, 2015–present. 
Chair, College of Arts & Sciences Dean Search Committee, John Carroll University, 2014–15. 
Chair, Theology and Religious Studies Faculty Search Committee, John Carroll University, 
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Vocation Coordination Committee, John Carroll University, 2011–17. 
Committee on Enrollment, Financial Aid, and Student Life, John Carroll University, 2014–16. 
Lay Leadership Program Advisory Committee, Jesuit Retreat House, 2013–16. 
Theology and Religious Studies Graduate Committee, John Carroll University, 2011–13. 
Financial Aid and Scholarship Committee, Xavier University, 2008–11. 
Committee on Admissions, Catholic Theological Society of America, 2007–08. 
Consultant, U.S. Bishops’ Subcommittee on Lay Ministry, 2003–05. 
Guidelines and Expectations Subcommittee of the Lay Ecclesial Ministry Task Force, 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 2004–05. 
Chair, M.A. Pastoral Ministry Concentration Committee, Xavier University, 2004–06. 
Ad Hoc Committee Exploring Integrated Education, Xavier University, 2004–05. 
Vatican II Anniversary Subcommittee, Xavier University, 2004–05. 
Theology Collegiate Committee, University of Notre Dame, 2001–02. 
President, Graduate Theological Society President, University of Notre Dame, 1998–99. 
The Channel Program: Leadership in Ministry Training, 1995. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
American Academy of Religion, 2000–03, 2014–present. 
Catholic Theological Society of America, 2000–present. 
College Theology Society, 2000–present. 


